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Continuing our study of John chapter 10...

“Truly, truly, | say to you, he whe does not enter the sheepfold by the
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber; 2 but
he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the
gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he
goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A
stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not
know the voice of strangers.” & This figure Jesus used with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So Jesus again
said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. & All
who came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not
heed them. ® | am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be saved,
and he will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; | came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly. 11 | am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hireling and not a
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. 13 He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for the
sheep. 4 | am the good shepherd; | know my own, and my own know
me, 15 as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my
life for the sheep. 16 And | have other sheep, that are not of this fold; |
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one
flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason, the father loves me, because | lay
down my life, that | may take it again. 18 No one takes it from me, but |
lay it down of my own accord. | have the power to lay it down, and | have
the power to take it again; this charge | have received from my Father.”
19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words.
20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and he is mad; why listen to
him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the sayings of one who has a
demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

22 It was the feast of dedication at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews
gathered round him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them,
“| told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in my Father’s
name, they bear witness to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you
do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know
them, and they follow me; 28 and | give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand.
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one
is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 | and the Father are
one.”

This is a very interesting passage of scripture because Jesus uses the
analogy of sheep and the shepard to teach the Jews of that time and us
in the current time.

Shepherding was a major occupation in Israel and hence, most people
could relate to the use of such an analogy. Many people don't realize
that shepherds were a tough bunch. They had to be tough because their
main job was to protect their herds of sheep from natural predators like

wolves and from human predators that wanted to steal their sheep.
Shepherds lived in some rugged country without much in the way of
provisions. They were the “cowboys” of the Middle East in many ways
and had to learn to survive and keep their herds together and protected
to make a living. Their only protection was their staff and maybe a sling
shot (remember David and Goliath, David was a shepherd).

Jesus uses the analogy of a shepherd and his sheep to teach us first that
there is only one way (door) to enter the sheepfold and that is through
Jesus. He is saying that in order to have salvation a person must
obtain it in a particular fashion, by entering through the one door
that is Jesus. He also warns us that others will say that they are the
“way to salvation”, but he says they are liars and although they will
attempt to deceive his sheep, the true believers will not “heed any false
voices". | understand that sheep will only listen to their shepherd,
another person can give the same command and they will pay no
attention to it. This is the analogy Jesus was using.

Secondly, Jesus explains why he is the “good shepherd” and is the one
we should follow. He says that a hireling who is paid to mind somecne
else's sheep will run when danger approaches but the “good shepherd”
will stand and fight to protect them. He further states that the “good
shepherd” will lay down his life for his sheep. In other words, false
teachers and prophets can be discerned by their lack of commitment to
their followers. Jesus literally gave his life for all of us so that we
could have salvation. He did this voluntarily although it may appear he
was captured, tried and executed, he could have “walked” away from
this process at any time. Think about it, the power evidenced by Jesus’
miracles could have also been used to prevent his execution. Many times
the bible recounts how Jesus disappeared when people were after him
“because it wasn't yet his time". Yes, Jesus gave his life because he
wanted to, just at the right time and in the right manner to give us eternal
salvation. His entire existence on earth, about 33 years, was planned in
every detail from his birth which was marked by a brilliant star, to his
death which was as an innocent lamb sacrificied for the sins of many.
Jesus died on the Passover, which is the Jewish holiday that involves the
killing of an innocent lamb as a sacrifice to give salvation to others. This
Passover celebration began in the time of Moses when the Egyptians
would not let the Israelites leave their country and Moses said God would
strike down all the first born sons if Pharaoh didn't comply (remember
the movie TEN COMMANDMENTS). Pharaoh didn't comply, of course,
and the death angel came through the town and all the first born sons
were struck down. God told Moses to tell the Israelites they could be
protected if they sacrificied an innocent lamb and put the blood on their
door post which would result in the death angel “passing over” their
home.

Don't think these items are just strange coincidences, because there are
many more predictions in the Old Testament about Jesus, his life, death
and resurrection. The life of Jesus is one of the most, if not the most,
researched event in history.

Jesus is the most important person in all of history and as
described in these verses it is only through him that man may have
salvation. He is the only “door” to eternal life and forgiveness of our sins.
He is the good shepherd that gave his life for the protection of his flock,
mankind. Won't you ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins today ?
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. N.I.A.D. PROCEDURES

= N.LA.D. is published monthly except for the months of May / June
and July / August, which are combined issues by the Northern llliana
ADAM User's Group. Individual issues may be purchased for the
current month or a backissue for $3.00 (always check Product List for
current pricing). The September issue of N.LA.D. is the 80th issue
published by N.LA.D., there are 79 preceding issues. When ordering
backissues, please specify the number of the issue, month and year.

= The standard membership rate for 10 issues is $22.00 USA Third
Class and $29.00 Canadian, USA First Class and it's
possessions. Contact us for membership rates outside of these areas.

2 N.LAD. welcomes contributions of original reviews, programs,
articles, questions, suggestions and comments. Please include a SASE
(Self-Addressed-Stamped-Envelope) if you want a written reply. Also,
any contribution sent in on DDP or DISK will be eligible to receive a
public domain program or volume in return at no charge!

@ Your N.LA.D. member ID number is on the first line of your mailing
label (affixed to the newsletter). The first four digits are the month and
year of the final issue in your current membership. Please check this
number each month to make sure that issues are not missed.

= N.LAD. will not be held liable for any issues missed due to an
address change which we are not informed of. Please get this
information to us as soon as possible so as not to cause any type of
difficulties. Also, include your member ID number.

® N.LA.D. accepts advertising for ADAM related products and services.
Cost is $50 for a half page ad and $75 for a full page ad for one month.
Contact us for multi-issue discounts. Well over a thousand ADAM
owners receive our newsletter each month and many more get to see it
second hand. You may send in your ad in either SmartWRITER,
SpeedyWRITE, PowerPAINT, PrintWORKS, other ADAM formats, IBM
ASCIl or IBM PUBLISH IT! DTP format files or even supply us with a
high quality print out for reproduction in the newsletter. N.LA.D.
reserves the right to not advertise certain products.

= If 0991 are the first four digits in your member number, it is time to
renew your membership to insure that you do not miss an issue.

= N.LA.D. welcomes software developers to submit their programs for
us to evaluate for possible commercial sale. Send in your products for
us to test and to review in the newsletter. N.L.A.D. offers a 50 / 50 split of
the sale price on all items that we handle distribution of for all
developers. You will find that this is one of the best offers around in the
ADAM community. We will also publish a review on the product as soon
as possible and handle distribution of demo copies.

% Our Chicago Local Chapter Meetings are a great way to learn more
about our beloved ADAM systems. You have the opportunity to meet
fellow ADAM owners, ask us questions, see live demonstrations of
hardware and software and also purchase products. We meet in our
store, CompuKINGDOM, the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM.
If you need directions getting here, just give us a call.

The meetings which will be held throughout the year will fall on the
following dates (remember that there are no meetings scheduled for the
months of June, July and August):

OCTOBER 15, 1991
Subject: MIDI-MITE, SEQuel & New Releases

NOVEMBER 19, 1991
Subject: Open

CompuKINDOM / N.I.A.D.
6460 College Rd.
Lisle, IL. 60532
(708) 961-5011

We have exercised due care in the preparation of this newsletter
(that doesn’t mean we're perfect!). No warranty, expressed or
implied with regard to the information contained herein is given,
either by interpretation, use or misuse. The opinions expressed
herein do not reflect those of the editor or staff unless noted.
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Hello everyone and welcome to the end of Summer. Yes, the kids are
back in school, we all wonder where the Summer went and why we
didn't get all our projects done as we had so ambitiously planned in the
Spring !

Well, back on the NIAD front we are busy planning our activities for the
busy fall and Holiday season when people have more time to spend
with their ADAMs.

As Jim comments on in his editorial on this page, we had a great
demonstration of some excellent hardware and software at our
September 17th meeting. Terry Kayser showed how easy and practical
it is to run a small business using his ADAM and some excellent TDOS
software.

| was disappointed that we didn't have a better turnout at the meeting
to see what is possible on your ADAM system. Many of you have long
been asking for this type of software and now that it is here you should
take every advantage of seeing demo's when you can.

The monthly meetings that we have here at the store in Lisle are for
your benefit to demonstrate software programs, answer gquestions and
meet other ADAMites to share information. Most computer owners don't
have access to this type of support, especially for an older computer
system. Don't abuse this privilege, take advantage of it.

At next months meeting we will have a demonstration of the MIDI-MITE
music synthesizer interface for the ADAM and more new software. If you
have any interest in music, come and see this demonstration - you will
be amazed at what the ADAM can do!

Come and voice your opinions on what support you would like to have
from NIAD. If you don't like the meetings tell us why so we can respond.
If you think your ADAM is useless because you can't do certain things
on it, tell us and we can show you how you can use your ADAM for the
things you want. Most computers are not used to anywhere near
there full potential because people are not educated as to how
to use them and what software is available for them. Don't make
this mistake and waste a valuable investment.

We are also on a membership drive to add more ADAM members to the
group. Each of our current members can be a big help to us and
themselves if they participate in this membership drive. There are many
ADAM owners out there who have given up because they were not
aware of what support is available locally or nationally for their system.
Many think that since Coleco dropped the ADAM, there is no support
for supplies, repair or software/ hardware. Only other ADAM owners can
reach these people.

We are asking each of you to be on the look out for other ADAM owners
by doing the following:

1. Watch for advertisements in local papers, contact these people and
tell them about NIAD and the other groups around that support the
ADAM. If you don't want to do this, send us their name and address or
telephone number and we will do it. This is a great source of new
ADAM members.

2. If you are a garage sale addict, watch for ADAMs and do the same
thing - let people know about available ADAM support. Give them an
old issue of NIAD or another newsletter/ catalog so they can see what is
available.

3..Put an advertisement up in your local grocery store stating “ADAM
COMPUTER CLUB" or something like that and people will contact you.
Each of you has contacts, friends and groups that know other people,
etc. that can be used to spread the word about ADAM support.

Please get active and do this to help yourself and other
ADAM owners.

IT'S NOT A TOY!". Those four words seem to be on the lips of just
about every ADAM developer, group president or newsletter editor.
*Why?*, you may ask, since the IT (ADAM Computer) was produced by
a toy company and through out it's lifetime it has been spoken in the
same breath as the Cabbage Patch Kids. The answer is simply that
Coleco produced a full featured 8-bit computer system that was only
beginning to realize a small portion of it's true capabilities when Coleco
decided to bail out to save face with their investors. What each and
every ADAM owner is in possession of is a tremendously flexible and
upgradeable computer system which can be associated with the little
train that thought he could. Eventually that little train made it up that hill
after continuous self-motivation and determination. The ADAM, likewise,
has been climbing that same hill over the last seven years and through
the motivation and determination of many, it has succeded in providing
owners with all the functions and capabilities to complete many a task.

There have been many stumbling blocks along the road, but there
always seems to be ways around most of these little set backs. People
complain that ADAMCalc, SmartFILER, SmantWRITER and other
programs don't provide enough memory or functions for what they
need to be done. Then they find out that with a little investment of time
and money, CP/M 2.2 (or TDOS) compatible commercial programs are
available and will provide all the necessary capabilities to get the job
done. Recently demonstrated at our September meeting by Terry
Kayser where such CP/M / TDOS compatible programs as SuperCalc 2
(a vast improvement over ADAMCalc), PC-File (a major improvement
over SmartFILER and all the other FILER programs combined),
WordStar (a major improvement over SmartWRITER and
SpeedyWRITE) and also shown was Checks & Balances, a program
which would put some of the IBM MS-DOS checking / accounting
programs to shame. Best of all these programs can be run on a BASE
ADAM SYSTEM, although a high capacity disk drive is recommended, a
memory expander would offer more flexibility, an 80 column display
would make working with these programs easier and a hard drive
would be the icing on the cake.

But this is just an example of how far the ADAM can go to suite the
individual needs of the user. If for some reason or another, a certain
program in EOS does not perform all the needed functions then a CP/M
program can be purchased configured for ADAM CP/M from a well
known mail order company named Elliam Associates. This also holds
true for CP/M users who might need certain features which an EOS
program offers. There are so many options that an ADAM owner has
that it is very depressing to see them jump ship to an IBM or MAC and
end up investing thousands of dollars in the systems and software
when all that was needed was to make a phone call to one of the many
users groups or write a letter to one of the many knowledgeable ADAM
owners asking for advice on a certain subject or program needed.

Don't misunderstand me, there are many advantages to owning an IBM
or MAC (especially when work related), but after seeing Terry Kayser's
demonstration of the business applications he uses in TDOS to
maintain all his business needs, | was simply exasperated and | have to
thank Terry for being so kind to bring his hardware and software with
him for the meeting. My own personal needs don't require many of the
the advanced programs which are available for CP/M (as | am sure
many others would agree), but if you do have the need, the hardware
and software is available. All that one needs to do is make a phone call
or write a letter and to get everything which is needed might cost
anywhere from $10 up to $800 on the ADAM where as for an IBM or
MAC computer anywhere from $1,000 to $3,000 might have to be
invested and an entirely new computer will have to be learned before
the programs can actually be used to a point where they are providing
the features which you need. Think about it!
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= MICRO INNOVATIONS, operated by Mark Gordon, has recently
announced the availability of three new ADAM hardware products: 64K
Memory Expander - $29.95; 256K Memory Expander - $69.95; and
Parallel Printer Interface - $34.95. The Parallel Printer Interface is fully
compatible with all previous Parallel Interfaces by EVE, OBS and E&T
as well as being fully compatible with 9 or 24-pin printers and Laser
printers. This is good news for those who own or plan to purchase a
24-pin dot matrix printer. The memory expanders are fully compatible
with all software and hardware products, but in order to access all the
memory on a 256K board a Parallel Printer Interface is required (this
holds true for all other 256K or larger memory expanders previously
available). Also, very near to being released are the 3 1/2" 1.44Mb
ADAMnet Floppy Disk Drive ($369.95 - price subject to change) and
PowerMATE LC/40 40Mb Hard Disk Drive ($399.95). The PM LC/40
includes an interface board which plugs into Slot #2 and provides the
Hard Drive Interface, Parallel interface, Addressor hookup as well as a
Boot Prom so that software is not needed to boot the Hard Drive.
Following the release of the PM LC/40 will be the ADAMnet LC/40 40Mb
Hard Disk Drive that will simply plug into the ADAMnet connector and
all existing software should be compatible with it.

= E&T Software, operated by Ed Jenkins, has informed ADAM
vendors that the problem with the MegaRAM is one that can't be
overcome due to the inavailability of the old style of SIPP Memory
Modules. The new SIPP Memory Modules seem to work at first, but

" over a period of time they start to lose portions of information which is

stored on them. A redesign of the MegaRAM would prove to costly
especially in light of the release of the Micro Innovations 256K Memory
Expander which is available for only $69.95. All other E&T products will
also be discontinued due to E&T's decision to forgo any further
production of ADAM products which include: Parallel Interface, 64K
Memory Expander and 160K / 320K Disk Drive Accelerator Eproms.
However, these are all products which are now being produced by
other companies.

= S.M. VIDEO, operated by Shon McCallum, has released two new
IBM type power supplies for use in powering the ADAM Computer
versus using the ADAM Printer. The first is a 150 watt Olympics Power
Supply (110V/220V, 50Hz-60Hz) with 2 year warranty for $85, the
second is a 200 watt version with a super quiet fan and 5 year warranty
for $125. These power supplies will provide enough power for any
hardware attached to the ADAM. Also, you will no longer experience
power drains or screen fading due to overloading your Coleco power
supply. Another benefit will be less computer lockups, due to an
excellent E.M.J. noise filter that gives cleaner power. Another new item
for use with the Power Supplies is the AC Outlet Adapter, available for
$5, which turns the Power Supply monitor outlet into a standard AC
outlet which allows a monitor, etc. to be plugged directly into the Power

Supply.

2 G.C.A.U.G,, the Gulf Coast ADAM Users Group operated by Joe
Quinn, is back supporting the ADAM after a number of months in limbo
when a new editor was to take over the responsibilities of publishing
the newsletter and running the group. GCAUG can be reached at the
following address: 6665 Timbers Dr. - Mobile, AL 36695.

= MAINE ADAM LIBRARY, operated by Bob Sebelist, has announced
the release of IBM Clip-Art for ADAM. These are volumes of Ibm clip-art
pictures which have been brought over to the ADAM format in
specialized RLE picture file formats which a number of programs
including PowerPAINT can use. A viewer program is included on each
volume and you are guaranteed to receive over 100 clip files on each
and every volume. The first set/volume of 2 disks are only $10.00, each
additional disk of clips is $2 plus $.60 shipping each. For every 10 disks

ordered, be it all at once or just a few at a time, you will receive the 11th
disk absolutely free. To order contact: Maine ADAM Library - P.O. Box
85 - Waterford, ME 04088.

= AMERICAN SOFTWARE CO., operated by Herman Cherney, is a
new mail-order vendor for the ADAM which is based out of Albany, New
York. If you are interested in receiving further information on the
products carried by A.S.C. write or call: 198 Sand Creek Rd. Suite #B -
Albany, NY 12205-1817 - (800) 487-4211.

o ROADRUNNER PUBLICATIONS, operated by Mel Ostler, has
released two new Disassembly books for the ADAM. The first is by Mel
Ostler and is an uncommented Disassembly of ADAM OS7 ($14.95), the
second is by R. Havach and is an uncommented Disassembly of EOS7
($24.95) as loaded into memory by SmartBASIC V2.0. Coming soon are
the following in the "Learning to" series of Hackers Helpers book for the
ADAM: Learning to MAKE GAMES with ADAM, Learning to MAKE
MUSIC with ADAM, and Learning to TALK with ADAM. As soon as these
become available we will have full reviews.

= Some changes in product availability have taken place and the
following products are no longer available: E&T MegaRAM, E&T
MegaRAM SIPP, E&T Addressor Card, E&T 64K Memory Expander,
Dragon’s Lair by Coleco, Quickfax Quest and Strategy Strain by Data
Doctor, and Card Set #1, 2, and 3 by Bryan’s Software.

NEW ADAM HARDWARE

0 ADAMLInk of Utah’s ADAM Home Automation Package........... $CALL
Q Micro Innovations’ 64K Memory Expander ..........ccccoecveeeeenennanas
Q Micro innovations’ 256K Memory Expander .. .
Q Micro innovations’ Parallel Printer Interface..............
Q Micro Innovations’ 3 1/2" 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive................. $CALL
Q Micro Innovations’ PowerMATE LC/40 Mb Hard Disk Drive .. $399.95

Q Uncommented Disassembly of OS7 by Roadrunner................. $14.95
0 Uncommented Disassembly of EOS7 by Roadrunner...

Q Basic Programming Tutorial by ADAM's House...........
0 Software Review Manual by ADAM’s House.............
0 The ADAM Survival Guide by ADAM News Network................. $19.95

NEW ADAM SOFTWARE

O Star Trek Pak for Phrase Craze (Disk / DDP) by ADAM Conn .$12.95
0 SEQuel (Disk & DDP) by Bonafide Systems .........cccecvrinicnnend $26.95
0 SmartBASIC V1.x (Disk / DDP) by Drushel Software... .

0 Bold Glory (Disk / DDP) by Eyezod Graphics..........
0 Media Helper (Disk / DDP) by Hoosier Software ....................... $14.95
Q Appointment Book (Disk / DDP) by Maine ADAM Library ........ $24.95
Qa Norman'’s Railroad (Disk / DDP) by Norman’s Software........... $14.95

SEPTEMBER N.L.A.D. SPECIALS
Valid September 27, 1991 - While Supplies Last

0 E&T Parallel Printer Interface with Cable & Software (D/DP)....$34.95
Q ADAMLink 300 Baud Modem with SmartTERM V1.02 (D/DP)..$49.95

Q SpeedyWRITE V2.0 by White Co. (Disk / DDP)........cccccovrrreenes $29.95
0 SpeedyWRITE Spell by White Co. (Disk / DDP)........ccccceeeeennn. $19.95
Q MisSpeller for SpellingAIDE by Walters Software (Disk / DDP) .$7.95
Q Stratozap by Allied Creative Engineers (Disk / DDP).................. $7.95
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AMSTRAD PC-1512 D.D.

SYSTEM PRICE: $299.95

100% IBM PC 'XT' COMPATIBLE

16-BIT 8086 MICRO-PROCESSOR

8 MHz OPERATING SPEED

512K RANDOM ACCESS MEMORY (RAM) EXPAMDABLE TO 640K
2 - 5 1/4" 360K FLOPPY DISK DRIVES

2 EXPOSED 5 1/4" HALF-HEIGHT DRIVE BAYS

3 8-BIT I.S.A. EXPANSION SLOTS

MONOCHROME & CGA COMPATIBLE GRAPHICS ADAPTER

CGA 13" COLOR MONITOR, 640x200 RESOLUTION & 16 COLORS
TILT AND SWIVEL MONITOR STAND

1 PARALLEL PORT/1 SERIAL PORT/1 MOUSE PORT/1 VIDEO PORT
QUARTZ REAL-TIME CLOCK WITH BATTERY BACK-UP

84 KEY 'XT' STYLE ADJUSTABLE ANGLE KEYBOARD

JOYSTICK PORT BUILT INTO KEYBOARD

MICROSOFT COMPATIBLE 2-BUTTON MOUSE

PC-SPEAKER WITH VOLUME CONTROL

MICROSOFT MS-DOS V3.2

DIGITAL RESEARCH’S DOS PLUS OPERATING SYSTEMS
LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE'S GEM BASIC2

DIGITAL RESEARCH'S GEM DESKTOP & GEM PAINT

MIGENT'S ABILITY PLUS INTEGRATED SOFTWARE

WHITE CO’S THE ADAM CONNECTION

PLUS CALCULATOR, CLOCK, SNAPSHOT, PRINT SPOOLER AND
MANY MORE EASY TO USE UTILITIES

AMSTRAD PC-1640 D.D.
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SYSTEM PRICE: $399.95

100% IBM PC 'XT' COMPATIBLE

16-BIT 8086 MICRO-PROCESSOR

8 MHz OPERATING SPEED

640K RANDOM ACCESS MEMORY (RAM)

2 -5 1/4" 360K FLOPPY DISK DRIVES

2 EXPOSED 5 1/4' HALF-HEIGHT DRIVE BAYS

4 8-BIT .S.A. EXPANSION SLOTS

MONO., CGA AND EGA COMPATIBLE GRAPHICS ADAPTER

EGA 13" COLOR MONITOR, 650x352 RESOLUTION & 64 COLORS
TILT AND SWIVEL MONITOR STAND

1 PARALLEL PORT/1 SERIAL PORT/1 MOUSE PORT/1 VIDEO PORT
QUARTZ REAL-TIME CLOCK WITH BATTERY BACK-UP

84 KEY 'XT' STYLE ADJUSTABLE ANGLE KEYBOARD

JOYSTICK PORT BUILT INTO KEYBOARD

MICROSOFT COMPATIBLE 2-BUTTON MOUSE

PC-SPEAKER WITH VOLUME CONTROL

MICROSOFT MS-DOS V3.2

DIGITAL RESEARCH'S DOS PLUS OPERATING SYSTEMS
LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE'S GEM BASIC2

DIGITAL RESEARCH'S GEM DESKTOP & GEM PAINT

MIGENT'S ABILITY PLUS INTEGRATED SOFTWARE

WHITE CO’S THE ADAM CONNECTION

PLUS CALCULATOR, CLOCK, SNAPSHOT, PRINT SPOOLER AND
MANY MORE EASY TO USE UTILITIES
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AMSTRAD PPC-640

SYSTEM PRICE: $349.95

100% IBM PC "XT' COMPATIBLE PORTABLE

16-BIT 8086 MICRO-PROCESSOR

8 MHz OPERATING SPEED

640K RANDOM ACCESS MEMORY (RAM)

8087 MATH CO-PROCESSOR SOCKET

1 -3 1/2" 720K FLOPPY DISK DRIVE

2 3 1/2° DRIVE BAYS (1 AVAILABLE)

SUPERTWIST LCD DISPLAY WITH 640x200 RESOLUTION

LCD SUPPORTS ALL CGA & MDA GRAPHICS AND TEXT MODES
LCD CONTRAST CONTROL FOR DIFFERENT LIGHTING
MONOCHROME AND CGA COMPATIBLE GRAPHICS ADAPTER

1 PARALLEL PORT / 1 SERIAL PORT / 1 VIDEO PORT

HAYES COMPATIBLE 2400 BAUD MODEM BUILT-IN

2 EXPANSION SLOT PIN CONNECTORS

BATTERY BACKED REAL-TIME CLOCK WITH SCRATCHPAD RAM
ENHANCED 101 KEY 'AT’ STYLE KEYBOARD
.PC-SPEAKER WITH VOLUME CONTROL

COMPARTMENT FOR 10 ALKALINE “C* CELLS - 8 HOURS USAGE
AC AND DC POWER ADAPTERS

MICROSOFT MS-DOS V3.3 OPERATING SYSTEM

PPC ORGANIZER SOFTWARE

SIZE:L-17 3/4*,D-9"; H- 4", W - 11lbs.
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AMSTRAD PC-2086 D.D.

SYSTEM PRICE: $499.95

100% IBM PC 'XT' COMPATIBLE

16-BIT 8086 MICRO-PROCESSOR

8 MHz OPERATING SPEED

16-BIT FULL WIDTH MAIN MEMORY

640K OF PARITY CHECKED RANDOM ACCESS MEMORY (RAM)
8087 MATH CO-PROCESSOR SOCKET ON-BOARD

4 - 8-BIT 1.S.A. EXPANSION SLOTS

ASYNCHRONOUS BUS OPERATION

2 -3 1/2" 720K FLOPPY DISK DRIVE

2 EXPOSED DRIVE BAYS, 1 HIDDEN

EXTERNAL 5 1/4" OR 3 1/2" F.D.D. / TAPE STREAMER CONNECTOR
VGA GRAPHICS ADAPTER USING PARADISE CHIP-SET WHICH IS
HERCULES, CGA AND EGA COMPATIBLE

MAXIMUM DISPLAY RESOLUTION OF 800x600 WITH 16 COLORS
VGA 14" PC-14HR VGA COLOR MONITOR (640x480 OR 320x200)

1 PARALLEL PORT/1 SERIAL PORT/1 MOUSE PORT/1 VIDEO PORT
BATTERY BACKED REAL-TIME CLOCK WITH CONFIGURATION RAM]
MICROSOFT COMPATIBLE 2-BUTTON MOUSE

ENHANCED 101 KEY 'AT' STYLE ADJUSTABLE ANGLE KEYBOARD
SECURITY LOCK FOR KEYBOARD

PC-SPEAKER WITH VOLUME CONTROL

NOVELL NETWORK COMPATIBLE

MICROSOFT MS-DOS V3.3 OPERATING SYSTEM & GW-BASIC
MICROSOFT WINDOWS V2.03 & WINDOWS WRITE
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SO FAR

Part I of VI: An Essay on ADD-ONS for the Coleco ADAM Computer
by Ron Collins of the Akron A.U.G.

INTRODUCTION

When asked to do an article on available hardware for the ADAM,
recently, | began to consider the history of our favorite little computer. It
was obvious, from my point of view, that the peripheral we NOW have
will in no way dictate our future hardware resources! Since we have
FAR more available to us now than even Coleco’s engineers would
have guessed possible in 1983, I've, in all fairness to the many talented
designers and programmers in the ADAM community, titled this little
essay “SO FAR". There was so much more to write about than | had
earlier considered that | decided to present the article in parts.

At our local public library, | ran across a book entitled “THE PERSONAL
COMPUTER BOOK” by Peter A. McWilliams. This book, revised in
October of 1984 has an interesting view of our ADAM with respect to
the other computers of the day. If you've missed this title at your public
library, pick it up and give it a look see.... you'll get a chuckle at times
and you might, yes... just might, learn something new!

Pete’s book gives us an early specification run-down on the ADAM....

PRICE: $748

MAIN OPERATING SYSTEM: CP/M
WEIGHT: 39 Ibs. SCREEN COLOR: Color

PROCESSOR: 8-bit Z80A STANDARD MEMORY: 80K

CAPACITY OF FORMATTED DISKS: 256K

SOFTWARE INCLUDED: SmartWRITER, SmartBASIC and Super Buck Rodgers’ Planet of Zoom
KEYBOARD: Detachable: Yes; Number of Keys: 75; Number of Function Keys: 15

OTHER: A 2 characters-per-second letter-quality printer is included

SCREEN SIZE: Connects to a TV - 68 chars. x 36 lines
DISK DRIVE TYPE: Cassette

I'll leave to you the task of comparing this little table of information to
what you already know about the ADAM and take the rest of “THE
PERSONAL COMPUTER BOOK's” comments with a grain of salt. The
book comments on CONSUMER REPORTS's problems with the
ADAM's that they purchased for testing and the various production
problems with quality, etc. experienced by Coleco, concluding “if this
continues, | can't see the ADAM being around much longer.” In all
fairness, Mr. McWilliams stated that the unit he used worked just fine
and that “the ADAM may not be able to expand enough to meet (our)
needs. But that's tomorrow. Today, this is a good buy.” He also made
this amusing comment.....

“In the beginning, Coleco made video games, with superior graphics
and an adapter to run Atari games, and Coleco saw what it had done,
and it was good.

And then Coleco said, “Let us make a home computer system in our
own image, and let it run Coleco games as well as contain all the
features that will compete with Commodore and Atari.” And then
Coleco saw what it had done, and called it ADAM.”

And so here is.....

PART ONE
In The Beginning

At the onset, the management at Coleco had given a great deal of
thought on just “what the public wants” with regard to a home
computer. The high priced systems of the day were next to useless
without the additional expense of high priced hardware add-ons. The
Commodore 64 and the Atari 400xI come to mind as the predominant
systems of the day. The price of such systems was by no means “easily
affordable” to the general consumer market. Still, as Americans
diligently did their dead level best to “keep up with the Jone's”,
everyone wanted, no, make that.... DEMANDED!.. “HAD TO HAVE!" an
economical and USEFUL home computer system! The lure of the basic,
simple keyboard was GONE!

To the rescue came Coleco Electronics! Sales of their commercially
successful Colecovision Home Video Arcade System had placed them
in the forefront of the home electronics market place. Just ask any kid
of the time “who has the best graphics and games available today?"
and you'd always hear “Colecol”. To take advantage of this excellent
reputation and still enter an emerging commercial market (home
computers) with a viable entry would be an asset to this still growing
company. From this world of high competition and dollar signs, the
ADAM was born!

The first stage in the ADAM’s unusual development was to create an
add-on expansion unit for the very well represented and successfully
distributed Colecovision unit. If we pause to consider just how many
hundreds of thousands of these game units were actually sold and how
many of their proud owners might be willing to convert them into a
relatively inexpensive home or small business computer system, well,
we get an idea of what went through the minds of Coleco’s upper
management. if even half of them were to spring for the computer
expansion accessory, sales could easily surpass those of Commodore
and Atari combined!

Colecovision designers has wisely provided for the future expansion of
their system by incorporating various expansion bus connectors into
the overall system design (an idea adopted by SEGA for it's GENESIS
line of 16-bit game machines). The ADAM was given not one but FOUR
connector locations to provide for future new products. Under the cover
of the CPU, engineers placed the first three slots. The fourth expansion
slot is located on the right side of the CPU and accepts a 60 pin
connector (used by the AutoDIALER device). This is the one most
people refer to as the EXPANSION BUS.

The first such expansion unit was the ill-fated Coleco Expansion Module
#1, an Atari 2600 game unit emulator. A nice little bit of thumbing there
noses at Atari, here, that ended in a legal action and this units’
subsequent removal from the market. The Module #1 plugged into the
expansion bus with a specially constructed CARD EDGE CONNECTOR.
The beauty of this new module was that the owner could play the
hundreds of Atari video game cartridges already available as well as
play the new Colecovision cartridges!

Next came the second entry from Coleco, Expansion Module #2. This
was an interesting driving module for playing the car race games then
popular at local game arcades. Unlike the cheap little spinner type
hand controls released by Atari, this unit came with a steering wheel
and even an accelerator pedall The games released with it and for it
are still rated as some of the best ever produced! The only real limit to
the unit was it's need to be filled with C-cell batteries in order to
operate. | had to finally install a plug in power supply to stop the never
ending demand for “new batteries”. These first two expansion units
were unique and innovative, but the 3rd in line would outdo them ALL!

Expansion Module #3 was FAR ahead of it's time. This unit came with
an expertly designed plate of matching plastic that not only joined the
expansion module’s CPU (central processing unit) with the
Colecovision, but would also KEEP them joined! Thanks to this plate,
the two units would simply “snap” together! A few minutes to set it all
up and your existing Colecovision would become the greatest
computer system of all time!

A great short coming of the competition’s best units were their lack of
capabilities! You could easily spend HOURS typing in all manner of
complex computations using Commodore or Atari's built in BASIC
interpreter programs only to LOOSE it all as soon as you turned off the
power! Totally USELESS for practical home use! You could, of course,
spend an additional sum to (continued on Page 8 Column 2)






