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Continuing our study of the Gospel of John chapter 6... comes down from heaven, and gives lite fo the world,”34 They said

to him, “Lord, give us this bread always.”
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is 35 Jesus said to them, 7am the bread of life; he who comes fo me
the Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a multitude followed him, because they s#a/ not hunger, and he who belisves in me shall never thirst
saw the signs which he did on those who were diseased. 3 Jesus
went up into the hills, and here sat down with his disciples. 4 Now The story of Jesus feeding the five thousand is perhaps the best
the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his known of our “Sunday school” stories. It is intriguing for children and
eyes, then, and seeing that a multitude was coming to him, Jesus adults because we find this miracle so astounding yet so practical. |
said to Philip, “Aow are we fo buy bread, so that these people may suppose Jesus could have instantly made a full course meal appear
ear?”’8 This he said to test him, for he himself knew what he would in front of each of the 5000 people there, but he chose a unique way
do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy of taking something that was available ( a few fish and loaves of
enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, bread) and multiplying it a thousand times as the baskets were
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, @ “There is a lad here passed from person to person, even leaving more leftovers then
who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what are they among so what they started with! This must have been just an amazing
many?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” miracle to see and experience for the people, especially consider-
Now there was much grass in the place; so the men sat down, in ing they were all very hungry!
number about five thousand. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and The real question is why did Jesus perform this miracle? An obvious
when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were answer is that he had compassion for the people who had come to
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they see and hear him and who had no food. | believe this is true,
had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather yp the fragments however | think there was another reason. All of Jesus’ miracles were
/eft over, that nothing may be lost. 13 So they gathered them up and done with a second purpose, to teach the Jews of that day and
filled twelve baskets with fragments form the five barley loaves, left everyone who reads the Bible a specific aspect of God's kingdom.
by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign which he All of Jesus’ miracles had two dimensions - the physical
had done, they said, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into results of the miracle itseif (producing food where there was
the world!” none and feeding hungry people) and a spiritual dimension
15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by that God wanted to show us.
force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the hills by himself. Food is a basic necessity of all life, which is obvious to all of us.
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got Jesus used the miracle of the feeding of the 5000 to teach us that
into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now knowing God is also a basic necessity of all life. There is a
dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea rose because corresponding “SPIRITUAL FOOD" that we must have to exist in
a strong wind was blowing. 1® When they had rowed about three or addition to the normal physical food we eat everyday. Man is a dual
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to being, consisting of a physical nature and a spiritual nature. The
the boat. They were frightened, 20 but he said to them, ‘# /s / do nof physical we can see and touch, the spiritual we just feel and “know".
be afraid,” 2\ Then they were glad to take him in the boat, and Physical food keeps our body from dying, spiritual food is
immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. required to keep our spirits from dying.
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to ’
him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?" 28 Jesus answered them, Jesus said in verse 27... ‘Do not /abor for the food which
“Truy, trufy, [ say fo you, you seek me, not because you saw signs, perishes, but for the food which endures for eternal lifs, which
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not labor for the the Son of man will give to you; for on him God the Father has
rood which perishes, but for the food which endures to efemal lite, set his seal.”
which the Son of man will give to you, for on him has God the Father and in verse 33... “For the bread of God /s that which comes
set his seal ”28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be down from heaven, and gives life to the world.”
doing the works of God"? 28 Jesus answered them, “77s /s the work and in verse 35... ‘7 am the bread of life,; e who comes to me
of God, that you belleve in him whom he has sent.”® So they said shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall never
to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see, and believe #4irst. *
you? What work do you perform? 3! Our father ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to These statements teach us that there is an even more important
eat.”™ 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truy, trupy / say fo you it was not “bread” then physical food that we all need to keep our spirits alive
Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, my Father gives you for eternity.
the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which (continued on page 2...)
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