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continuing our study of John chapter 3...

25Now -a ‘discussion arose between John's disciple and a Jew
over purifying. 26And they came to John, and said to him,
“Rabbi, he who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you
bore witness, here he is, baptizing, and all are going to him."
27John" answered, “No one can receive anything except what is
given him from heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that |
said, I'am not the Christ, but | have been sent before him. 22He
who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the
- bridegroom’s: voice; therefore this joy of mine is now full. 30He
must increase, but | must decrease.”

31He who'comes from above is above all; he who is from the
earth belongs to the earth, and of the earth he speaks; he who
comeg from heaven is above all: 32He bears witness to what he
has -seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony; 32he
who'receives his testimony sets:his seal to this, that God is true.
34For he whom ‘God has sent utters the words of God, for it is
not by measure that he gives the Spirit; 35the Father loves the
Son, and has given all things into his hand. 3He who believes
in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall
“not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him.

The “John".in this passage is John the Baptist, whose purpose
was to announce the coming of the Lord and preach repen-
tance of sins. In those days a prophet like John the Baptist
would openly preach his message-as God instructed him to and
‘those who responded would be baptized as a sign of their belief
in the message the particular prophet was preaching. Baptism
in water was a common method “of displaying the “washing”
away of sins.

This goes. back to the Old Testament when Moses parted the
Red Sea and all the Israelites escaped from the Egyptian
Pharaoh. Egypt symbolized sin and the Israelites were slaves
there for several hundred years = this symbolizes bondage
(slavery) which is what eventually happens to anyone who falls
into sin. When Moses led them-out of Egypt (symbolizing
turning away from gin), the last act of their escape was when
they went through He' Red Sea and the “sin of Egypt” was left
behind forever. .. .%:
Dlsclples”wbre tho§e who so strongly believed in a particular
prophets message that they traveled with him to assist in
whatever way possible. When Jesus arrived, many of John the
Baptist's disciples questioned why so many people were now
following Jesus instead of John. John the Baptist explained how
Jesus "must increase, but | must decrease." John had a
particular purpose prior to Jesus' arrival, but his work was over
at that point. John explained to his followers that he was of the
earth and spoke of things of the earth, but that Jesus was from

heaven and hence his words and teaching were on a much
higher plane then John's.

Who was Jesus ? The Bible says he was the Son of God
and that he came in the flesh. These two statements appear
contradictory since God is a Spirit and can't be limited by a
fleshly physical body. The Bible also says that Jesus was with
God in the beginning, at the time of creation (John 1:1). Hence,
Jesus is a spirit as God the Father is.

The reality is that Jesus is both God's Son and a man. He is the
Son of God come to earth in the form of a man. He had a
physical body, emotions and all the limitations that we do, but
he was also God's Son.

Jesus is the link between man and God - he represents God's
reaching out to establish a personal relationship with his
creation, his children. God sent his very own Son to walk with
us, teach us the ways of God, show us God's love and
forgiveness and to reach out to mankind.

Jesus was God, in a human body who came to show how much
God loves us. As Jesus taught, he expressed the very nature of
God. Every word, every story, every action displayed the
character of God. Jesus brought God to earth in a tangible way
- he was the Word of God become flesh as John 1:1 states.
Jesus displayed God's compassion for mankind by healing
hundreds of people - God does not want us to be sick or
crippled. Jesus taught that our God loves us as a father loves
his children, forgiving them when they sin.

Jesus tied all the Old Testament prophecies together because
he was the Christ, the messiah that had been predicted
hundreds of years before. However, he did not come to be the
king of an earthly kingdom and defeat the Romans as most of
the Jews hoped, he came to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to
earth and offer everyone salvation for eternity.

Verse 3:36 reads: “He who believes in the Son has eternal
life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God rests upon him.”

This verse appears contradictory to the concept of a loving,
forgiving God. We must realize that God set down one basic
rule for mankind that he requires adherence to - OBEDIENCE.
This is not much different then what we require of our children.
Sin /s simply disobeying God - nothing more, nothing less.
God created us and he sets the rules, it is as simple as that.
God gave Adam and Eve almost unlimited freedom, but he
gave them one rule which they broke - this was the original sin.

Now, if you give your children a rule and they break the rule,
what is your recourse ? Don't you usually give them a
consequence if they break your rules so they know what to
expect ? If they break your rule and you punish them as you
said you would, are you a monster who hates your children ?

NO, your love for your children (continued on page 2.)
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= N.LAD. is published monthly except for the months of December/
January and July/August, which are combined issues by the Northern
llliana ADAM User's Group. Individual issues may be purchased for the
current month or a backissue for $3.00. The April issue of N.LA.D. is the

63rd issue published by N.L.A.D., there are 62 preceding issues. When
ordering backissues, please specify the issue number and month.

= The standard membership rate for 10 issues is $19.00 USA Third
Class and $26.00 Canadian, USA First Class and it's
possessions. Contact us for membership rates outside of these
specified areas.

= N.LAD. welcomes contributions of original reviews, programs,
articles, questions, suggestions and comments. Please include a SASE
(Self-Addresses Stamped Envelope) if you want a written reply. Also,
any contribution sent in on DDP or DISK will be available to receive a
public domain program or volume in return at no charge!

= Your N.LA.D. member ID number is on the first line of your mailing
label (affixed to the newsletter). The first four digits are the month and
year of the final issue in your current membership. Please check this
number each month to make sure that issues are not missed.

< N.LAD. will not be held liable for any issues missed due to an
address change which we are not informed of. Please get this
information to us as soon as possible so as not to cause any type of
difficulties. Also, include your member ID number.

= N.LA.D. accepts advertising for ADAM related products and services.
Cost is $50 for a half page ad and $75 for a full page ad for one month.
Contact us for multi-issue discounts. Well over a thousand ADAM
owners receive our newsletter each month and many more get to see it
second hand. You may send in your ad in either SmartWRITER,
SpeedyWRITE, PowerPAINT, PrintWORKS, other ADAM formats, IBM
ASCIl or PUBLISH IT! DTP format files or even supply us with a high
quality printout for reproduction in the newsletter. N.L.A.D. reserves the
right to not advertise certain products.

= If 0490 are the first four digits in your member number, it is time to
renew your membership to insure that you do not miss an issue.

= N.LA.D. welcomes developers to submit their programs for us to
evaluate for possible commercial sale. Send in your products for us to
test and to review in the newsletter. N.LA.D. offers a 50/50 split of the
sale price on all items that we handle distribution of for all developers.
You will find that this is one of the best offers around in the ADAM
community. We will also publish a review on the product as soon as
possible.

= Our Chicago Local Chapter Meetings are a great way to learn more
about our beloved ADAM systems. You have the opportunity to meet
fellow ADAM owners, ask us questions, see live demonstrations of
hardware and software and also purchase products. We meet in our
store, CompuKINGDOM, the second Thursday of each month at 7:30
PM. If you need directions getting here, just give us a call.

The meetings which will be held throughout the year will fall on the
following dates (remember that there are no meetings scheduled for the
months of June, July and August):

May 10, 1990
September 13, 1990
October 11, 1990
November 8, 1990
December 13, 1990

We have exercised due care in the preparation of this newsletter
(that doesn’t mean we're perfectl). No warranty, expressed or
implied with regard to the information contained herein is given,
either by interpretation, use or misuse. The opinions expressed
herein do not reflect those of the editor or staff unless noted.
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(continued from front page) doesn't mean you should never punish
them. You have an obligation to your children to teach them right from
wrong if you love them. God is the same with his children. The “wrath”
referred to in verse 36, is simply the punishment due as a result of
disobedience. It does not imply a vengeful God who is waiting to zap us
at the first opportunity.

God is a loving father, but he must follow his own rules. Disobedience
of God's rules automatically results in punishment.

However, the stakes are much higher then here on earth. Disobedience
is Sin to God and He is a righteous God who can not accept sin. if we
sin, we can no longer have a relationship with God because our sin
separates us.

This is where Jesus comes in. God loved us so much that he devised
the perfect plan to give all of his children the opportunity to have their
sin removed so that our relationship with Him could be reestablished.
Our sin had to be paid for, the just punishment for that sin had to be
dealt out. Jesus was the sacrificial lamb, who received the punishment
for all of our sins so our sin could be removed. Jesus took our sin upon
himself, suffered the punishment and gave us the opportunity to be
forgiven forever.

What a gift!l What a plan!! Jesus came to earth to teach us about God
and then to offer himself as a sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins.
Jesus had the power to save himself from this ordeal, but he willingly
gave himself as a sacrifice for us - showing God'’s love and forgiveness
for us. All we have to do is accept this gift by confessing our sins,
asking forgiveness for them and accepting Jesus as our Lord and
savior.

Happy spring to all of you. | don't know about where you live, but we
have been having spring rains here in the upper midwest almost every
day il We are all tired of this cloudy an cold spring, but, I'm sure the
sunshine is on it's way.

You local NIAD members really missed out by not attending the April
12th meeting here at the store. We had a surprise guest - Jim Walters
of Walters Software Co. !! YUP, you folks really blew it by missing this
meeting. Jim was doing some traveling and called us early in the week
to say he would be in town on Thursday and would like to attend the
meeting. He brought his PowerMATE HARD DRIVE system and
demonstrated his new SmantMATE MANAGER cart which allows the
use of the PowerMATE expansion unit / hard drive with standard EOS
software.

Currently, the software that is supplied with the PowerMATE unit is
much stronger for CP/M users. Jim's software will greatly extend the
utility of the PowerMATE hardware due to far greater compatibility with
EOS programs (although there are still a good number that will never
function). Jim demo'd several software programs and it was amazing to
see the speed of loading from the hard drive. Jim is still working on this
software and it should be released soon. | am very excited about this
since it demonstrates the continuing expansion of the ADAM's
capability.

Jim also answered questions on his products as well and we talked
about the ADAM's history and it's future. Also, Jim brought in a few
items to be raffled off, including a copy of The Print Works and two gift
certificates. Thanks Jim for youre continuing support of the ADAM.

Finally, as the | am writing this editorial, the weather around here is
starting to look much better after having to endure a long winter and an
extended period of heavy rain. Everything just seems to go better for
myself when it is sunny and 80 or 80 degrees outside, versus the below
zero weather that we midwesterners are so accustomed through winter.

As Lyle has already mentioned, we were paid a visit by Jim Walters a
couple of weeks ago and | had a great time while the day lasted. | had
first meet Jim Walters in Orlando at the first ADAMCON and could only
sit in awe as he described different aspects of his programming
techniques and as he explained how our little ADAM went about it's
operations. Once again, | was in awe as Jim brought in his PowerMATE
and hooked it up using his new SmartMATE cart during the day before
anyone else has a chance to look at it. To think that Jim had only
received his PowerMATE a couple of months ago and already had
developed a driver program that was as easy to use as any Coleco
program through the use of a SmartKEY user-interface. Every option of
choice is made by simply pressing the appropriate SmartKEY or using
the arrow keys to highlight a file. That's it. No need for reading through
elongated menus or having to read extensive manuals on how to use
the product. | was able to sit down with the hard drive after a brief run
through by Jim Walters and perform all types of functions from running
programs from the hard drive, to copying volumes from the hard drive
to disks and also the all important PARK function which looks the heads
in place so that the head can't accidentally come in contact with the
hard disk surface and therefore cause loss of data.

We had one gentleman who had been been asking when we would get
a PowerMATE system for ourselves so that he could see how it worked
and thanks to Jim we were able to supply him with a demonstration.
Although at first we became a little nervous because the member was a
bit late. But all ended up well, and a number of persons curiosities and
questions were finally answered about the PowerMATE.

The only drawback to Jim's visit and | don't even consider it a
drawback was that the planned demonstration on CompuSERVE was
cancelled until the May meeting. The PowerMATE, physically, is
identical to what | saw down in Orlando, but software has developed in
leaps and bounds since that time. Now with the SmantMATE Cart
available soon, the PowerMATE capabilities are really shinning through
and Jim Walters just informed me that SmartFILER is now working with
the PowerMATE and he is starting work on patches to allow
SmartFILER to work from a ramdisk! Yes, finally a ramdisk for
SmartFILER is in the works and it looks like it will become available
fairly soon. No longer will you have to wait forever to perform sorts and
other read / write functions. One can now work with the database on
the ramdisk and perform all types of input / output functions faster than
ever imagined before and then once the session is completed, simply
copy the ramdisk back to a ddp or disk!

On another subject, many new ADAM support firms are starting to pop
up all over the place. Most are operated by people who we are very
familiar with, but others are just fly-by-night operations which promise
great service and products, but deliver poor service, products and in
some cases nothing at all. Be careful when ordering through a new
company for the first time unless you see them mentioned in our
newsletter or one of the other many respected publications. It's not fun
being taken (I've experienced that) and companies that are not on the
up-and-up do not care one way or the other whether the customer is
satisfied or if the ADAM continues to live on due to the efforts of many
devoted individuals. ’
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= NIAD has implemented a new process of handling mail and phone
orders. All invoice processing is handled via a computer program,
which in the long run, means that we will now be able to deliver your
orders much faster than ever before. Hopefully, all will go well on our
‘end in learning the invoicing program, but for the next month or two,
please check over your invoice and products received to insure that no
mistakes were made.

= If you have a change of address to report, please send this new
information into us on a separate piece of paper from any orders or
questions which you may also send in at the time to insure that your
new mailing address is not overlooked.

= QUICKOPY V5.0 is finally available through us in the public domain.
QK V5.0 is a tremendous enhancement over the last version which was
sold commercially, QK V3.0. Enhancements include full support of all
disk drive sizes (160K, 320K and 720K), a ramcopy feature for making
multiple copies from the ramdisk to a disk or data pack as well as
ramdisk drivers which are compatible with SmartBASIC, SmartWRITER,
etc. We have also converted all the CP/M documentation into EOS
SmartWRITER files (38 pages in all - 5 files). See the review in the
Public Domain Workshop.

= TDOS V4.0 is also another new public domain addition this month.
This super-enhanced version of CP/M 2.2 comes on a bootable disk or
ddp with the 40 column install program (the 80 column install file has
not been included yet, but the user can setup the serial port addresses,
etc. to access this unit) for setting up the TDOS according to the
hardware which your ADAM system consists of. TDOS requires at least
a 64K Memory Expander to operate and is roughly 99% compatible
with all available CP/M 2.2 commercial and public domain programs.
Also made available is a 31 page manual on using TDOS and the many
new enhancements. Our hats off to Tony Morehen and all the other
people who were involved in the creation of this unbelievable operating
system. See the review in the Public Domain Workshop.

= ADAM PRINTER POWER SUPPLIES are still in short supply. We have
received small quantities from time to time from our supplier, but have
quickly sold out. We will continue to list this unit in the Product List until
we definitely can't get anymore in stock. Please call before ordering this
item to make sure we have them available.

= EXPANSION MODULE #2 DRIVING CONTROLLERS with the
included Turbo game cartridge ($39.95) and the ROLLER
CONTROLLER with Slither cartridge ($34.95) are once again readily
available in quantity. The Roller Controller is a super addition for those
who use graphic design programs, such as PowerPAINT, since the
trakball can be used as a mouse controller. The Super Action
Controllers with Super Action Baseball (perhaps the best joysticks
made for any computer) are still in short supply and we are doing our
best to find another reliable source.

= EVE ELECTRONICS has recently informed us that they are offering
sale prices on all remaining hardware products while supplies last.
Some of the products include the SP-1 Serial/Parallel Interface for $95
and the VD-MB 80 Column Interface for $295. For further details
contact: Eve Electronics - 2 Vernon St., Suite 404 - Framingham, MA
01701 - (508) 653-6911.

= Further details on ADAMCON 02, to be held August 15th-18th in
Toronto and sponsored by MTAG and other area ADAM Users groups,

are quickly becoming available. At ADAMCON 02 there will be featured
speakers, new hardware and software demos, special gamer’s
seminars and seminars on how to use CP/M utilities, EOS graphics,
telecommunication packages, “How To" for beginners and tips & tricks.
There will also be prizes and game contests. Full payment before May
31st is $249 for U.S. citizens and $289 for Canadians. For additional
pricing for other family members contact: In Canada, Ken Batcher - 530
Kelvedon Mews - Mississiaga, ONT., CAN. L4Z-1G4, In U.S., Monte
Neece - 1048 Winter Springs Blvd. - Winter Springs, FL 32708.

= T.A.P.P.S. MUSIC BBS, the official ADAMCON 02 BBS, information
was incorrectly listed in the Feb. ‘90 Issue #61. We apologize for the
mistake, the correct number and log-on information is as follows.
SYSOP: Terry Cairns - HOURS: 24 hours 7 days a week -
PARAMETERS: 8/N/1 at 300/1200 baud - PHONE #: (416) 741-2432.

= KOSOWSKY'S ADAM REPAIR is now offering a full 1 Year Warranty
on all repairs they perform on ADAM equipment. Cost for the year
coverage is only $10! The warranty coverage applies to the Memory
Console (minus Data Drives), ADAM Printer (minus ribbons, print
wheels) and other servicable components of the ADAM. if your ADAM is
in need of repair contact: Kosowsky's ADAM Repair care of Philip
Kosowsky - (315) 699-6456 after 6:00 pm eastern time on weekdays
and reasonable hours on the weekends.

= TRIPLE A AUG (AAAUQ) is an user’'s group based in Albany, New
York. They are looking for local ADAM owners to join their group. There
is no membership fee, so drop them a line if you are interested at:
AAAUG - 3 Robinhood Rd. - Albany, NY 12203 - (518) 456-3293.

= THE ADAM CONNECTION (a mail order company which has been in
operation for almost two years) will be starting a new newsletter called
CAIN (Coleco ADAM Informative Newsletter) this May. The first issue will
go out either the beginning of June or the end of May. Subscription
costs for 1 year are $19.95 US, $21.95 Canadian and $23.95 Foreign.
With your subscription, you will receive two free P.D. volumes of your
choice or an extra issue. CAIN will focus on CP/M, EOS, TDOS,
PowerMATE HD, Basic, Telecommin’ and much more. For further
details contact: The ADAM Connection - c/o Steve Major - P.O. Box 562
Mason Rd. - Champlain, NY 12919-0562 - (518) 298-8193.

= MICRO INNOVATIONS has announced the imminent availability of
their new Multi-purpose Interface Board 2 for the ADAM. The MIB2
provides two RS-232 serial ports, an ADAM compatible centronics
parallel printer port and an addressor connection for larger memory
expanders. Also, communications programs are provided to use the
interface board with an external modem as well as TDOS V4.5. M.I. will
begin shipping MIB2 around the first of May, introductory price is set at
$69.95 and peripheral cables are $9.95 each. We will have a full review
next month as well as carry the MIB2.

= TRISYD VIDEO has announced that the SmantCLOCK software has
been fully completed and the SmartCLOCK is now available for $39.95.
We will have a full review in the May issue. The Dynomite Sound
Digitizer software is still under development by Syd Carter and planned
completion looks to be the end of May. The new MegaCopy software
which will allow for the formatting of 302K and 320K data packs will
follow after the completion of a market ready D.S.D.

= PHOENIX 2000, Soloman Swifts re-organized company, has recently
released three new commercial products: U-Match-Em, Super Parrot
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and GoDOS V1.2. All three of these products are reviewed in this issue.
Word out of Phoenix 2000 has it that the new newsletter, ADAM
Computing Today, will be published twice a month, but nothing has
been received yet. We will let you know when we receive any further
news.

= OASIVE PENSIVE ABACUTORS has yet to release any further news
on the release date of the ADAM Image Maker. Some newsletters have
mentioned that this product is available while other sources indicate
that this product is still under development. We recommend holding off
on ordering this product until we can confirm it's availability. NIAD will
be carrying the A.lLM. when it is completed.

= WALTERS SOFTWARE CO. is in the final stages of production on
their SmartMATE CART for use only with the PowerMATE Hard Drive.
We got a first hand look at the hard drive operating under control of the
SmartMATE CART when Jim Walters paid us a visit and were truly
impressed over how easy this cart makes using the PowerMATE. If you
own or plan to purchase the PowerMATE in any configuration, make the
SmartMATE CART your next purchase. We hope to have a review
supplied to us by Jim Walters for an upcoming issue.

= MacADAM MANUAL, developed and distributed through a joint effort
between Jim Casey and Jim Walters, has been released and is
available for $19.95. Demo programs/routines are also available for an
additional $5 on disk or data pack. See the review in this issue.

= Through an arrangement between ourselves and Walters Software
Co., we can now offer ADAM owners with the ability to have their
favorite version of SmartBASIC converted to a cartridge. This cart
version will load almost instantly upon pulling the CARTRIDGE RESET
switch. Any version of SmartBASIC can be supplied as well as being
setup to automatically check for a HELLO program on the drive the
user specifies to be setup. For commercial versions of SmartBASIC,
such as Super Basic Plus by TCR Software, proof of ownership will be
required. If you are interested, please call first before ordering. Walters
Software Co. can also supply ADAMites with cartridge versions of their
favorite software as long as the program is 32K long or smaller. They
also have available cartridge versions of all the Coleco system test
software which will be an advantage to own over the disk or data pack
versions when your system refuses to boot for the physical drives. For
further details contact: Walters Software Co. - RD #4 Box 289-A -
Titusville, PA 16354 - (814) 827-3776.

= NORMAN CASTRO offers free, sample subscriptions to the Omaha
ADAM Users Club for anyone who will send him two first class stamps.
He also has back issues of his newsletter - receive any six issues (1
years worth) for $4.25. A two year back issue collection sells for $8.
Norman also provides printed instructions for six game systems
including: RCA Studio I, ADAM/Colecovision, Atari 5200, Intellivision
and Odyssey 500. Send two first class postage stamps for samples of
your choice of system(s) and a listing of what is available to: Norman
Castro - 809 W. 33rd Ave. - Bellevue, NE 68005,

: @@@ For Your
(2Egs Information )

Dear NIAD,

| just received my March newsletter and read the SmartLOGO
Workshop. Mr. Gerlach had printed a printer patch for SmartLOGO to
print out text. | typed it in just as it said to, making no mistakes along
the way and when | tried to run it, it didn't work! So | thought about it for

a moment and pulled out my Easy Printer
Patch by Walters Software Co., booted it,
and choose the SmartBASIC branch of
the menu screen. | then put in my disk of
SmartLOGO and pressed “ANY KEY" just
as my screen told me. It booted
SmartLOGO and | went on to test it. | first
loaded the “PRDRIVER program, then
typed PRINTER to activate the printer and
then typed .CONTENTS to see the
program and it printed out beautifully on
my dot matrix. Just like with PR#1 or CONTROL-P in SmartBASIC.

If you could pass this along to Mr. Gerlach, he might be able to try this
for himself. it would save a lot of time typing in the program.

David F. Ramsey Jr.

IMAGE FILES
by Ron Collins

wi| A conversation last night via computer

with Barry Wilson and then later with Tony
Patterson got me thinking about EOS and
CP/M IMG files with respect to
downloading and then using them. The
situation is this... an image file is a file
created by capture of a certain number of
blocks on an EOS disk. The disk could
contain hundreds of files... we don't really care. These blocks are then
stored in CP/M format as one single file.

The file can be transmitted over the telephone lines to somebody who
needs it or wants it. If the person is using CP/M telecommunications
programs such as IMP, MEX, ASCOM or ZMP, there is no problem. He
or she can simply use CLONE2.COM to take that single file and restore
it to a new disk or data pack, which can then be booted or accessed via
the standard EOS conventions.

PROBLEM... what if the downloader is using AdamLINK lll+ with
XMODEM to download this image file? He must download the file and
store it to an EOS type disk. Next, he must get out of AdamLINK and
boot his CP/M disk. Then he or she must run ADAM.COM to take that
file off of the EOS disk and put it onto a CP/M disk. Still not finished, the
file must now be processed with the above mentioned CLONE2.COM
which will turn around and put it BACK on another EOS disk!

What a round-about way of doing things. This alone makes learning a
CP/M modem program beneficial!

There are, however, some who would STILL rather use AdamLINK Il +...
and it's such a great program that | can't say | really blame them too
much. But... what do THEY do about that image file if they REFUSE to
CP/M even if it's to get that IMG file? .

Simple. Use File Manager (or any media utility which will give a block
allocation for files and allow for one to block copy)!! Yep! You read it
right. Just find out in the directory where the IMG file starts and how Lig

- it is, then copy those blocks to a new disk or ddp starting at block 0 on

the destination. If the file is 44K in length and it is listed in your catalog
(as viewed with File Manager) as residing at block 50, then just setup
File Manager to copy 44 blocks starting at block 50 with the destination
starting block at 0. Once completed, you can then put the new disk or
ddp in and pull the computer reset. If it's a bootable disk, it'll run just

. like new since the boot block and directory are also contained in the

IMG file!
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USING WALTERS UTILITIES with MegaRAM
(or other ADAM Memory Expanders)
by Ed Jenkins of E & T Software

It appears that many ADAM owners are confused about just how to use
the different types of Ram Disk utilities that Walters Software Co. has
available.

What is a Ram Disk? This is an area of memory (Random Access
Memory) that is used as a high speed storage device (like your tape or
disk drives). In order to have a Ram Disk, you MUST have some type of
memory expander and a software program that uses it as a Ram Disk.

For those of you that are unfamiliar with Walters Software's products,
the following utilities are available from this fine company:

o SmartDSK I: Allows for the use of ADAM's SmartWRITER
Word Processor with a Ram Disk

o SmartDSK II: Uses Tape Drive #2 for the Ram Disk

o SmartDSK III: Allows the use of SmartBASIC V1.0 or
SmantBASIC V2.0 with a Ram Disk and supplies a complete set of
utilities.

o AUTOBACKUP: Works with SmartDSK I, II, and lll. It copies

your favorite programs / files to or from the Ram Disk - automatically

o PrBOOT: Allows the user to auto-boot SmartFILER or
SmantWRITER - with or without dot matrix printer support, ADAMLINK,
ADAMCALC, SmartLOGO, SmartBASIC V1.0 and SmartBASIC V2.0.
The program also allows the user to ‘BOOT' these programs directly
from the Ram Disk.

o RamBOOT: Automatically copies SmartBASIC 1.0,
SmartBASIC V2.0 and ADAMCALC directly onto your expander - 256K
or larger required for all programs. Allows the user to almost instantly
switch between the above various programs as well as SmartWRITER.

To work with your memory expander, PrBOOT and AUTOBACKUP
require you to also have SmartDSK |, Il or Ill. If you use only SmartDSK
l, then you can ONLY access the files on your Ram Disk with
SmartWRITER. To explain how each utility package works, the following
is a brief explanation:

o SmartDSK I works with your expander and SmartWRITER.
You can store / retrieve your programs or files using SmartWRITER
(ADAM's built-in word processing program).

o SmartDSK II uses Tape Drive #2 as the Ram Disk (even if

you don't have a second tape drive). The purpose of this program is to

allow older ADAM programs, such as SmartFILER, ADAMCALC, and

various BASIC programs that were no designed to access device #7 (a

Ram Disk). This program fools ADAM into thinking that the Ram Disk is

tgpe drive #2 so that any standard program should work with the Ram
isk.

o SmartDSK III uses ‘d7’ as the Ram Drive designation and
also supplies a complete set of utilities in both SmartBASIC V1.0 and
. SmartBASIC V2.0 formats. This package is my favorite.

o AUTOBACKUP allows the user to auto-boot various

programs from Tape, Disk or Ram Disk. When using a Ram Disk, you
can ‘boot’ directly from the expander - thus the expander acts just like a

Hard Drive. Two different programs are included: AUTOLOAD - loads
data to ram disk. AUTOSAVE - save ram disk contents to disk or ddp.

o RamBOOT works like AUTOBACKUP and PrBOOT. Programs
are automatically copied directly to the Ram Disk and then can be
‘booted’. An added feature is the ability to almost instantly switch
between the various programs by simply pressing the <CONTROL>
and <DELETE> keys at the same time. The program does not have a
utility for re-copying your programs back to your Tape or Disk. To fully
use this package, a 256K or larger expander is recommended. To
automatically load the programs and your favorite files, a 320K or 720K
Disk Drive is suggested (you can, however, fit a lot of programs / files
onto a Data Pack).

All of the Walters utilities. allow the user to reset the system (pull the
computer reset switch without damaging any of the files or programs
on the Ram Disk). This gives you the ability to use the Ram Disk, ‘boot’
a game such as Buck Rodgers, and then reactivate the Ram Disk and
use the stored programs or files again. However, the program which
you load, in this case Buck Rodgers, must not use the expander or else
the data on the Ram Disk will be lost.

Since none of these utilities double-boot (load themselves and then
another application program), Walters has a double-boot media
available for all registered owners of SmartDSK lll. Available for only
$5.00, this special media allows you to put AUTOLOAD / AUTOSAVE
(from AUTOBACKUP) or SmartBASIC V1.0 or SmartBASIC V2.0 onto
the same media.

With this special double-boot media, you can customize it just about
any way you want. To give you an example, | have one setup with
SmartBASIC V1.0 and the Basic V1.0 utilities from the SmartDSK IiI
package. And, | have another setup with SmartBASIC V2.0 and the
utilities that work with Basic V2.0. To use either of these two versions, |
simply insert the media and pull the <COMPUTER RESET>, activate
my full expander by pressing SmartKEY #1, SmartBASIC loads and
then loads the HELLO program giving me access to all the available
programs. Without the double-boot media, | would have to ‘boot’
SmartDSK, insert a copy of Basic (with all the utilities copied onto it)
and press <RETURN>. As you can see, the double-boot media saves
me from an extra tape or disk swap.

The double-boot media comes with SmantDSK (from SmartDSK Ili), a
double-boot block (block #20) and SmartBASIC V1.0. Before using this
double-boot media, the first thing you do is make a backup copy, don't
use the original.

To use SmantBASIC V1.0 programs (such as those found on the
SmartDSK Ill media), simply copy them to the backup double-boot disk.
To activate your expander and then use the programs, just insert and
pull <RESET>, choose either SmartKEY | (full expander) or SmartKEY Il
(reserve first 64K if you have a 128K or larger expander). The version of
BASIC will then ‘boot’ and then ‘boot’ your HELLO program if you have
one on the media. The first thing you should do is make two or three
copies of the double-boot disk, use MODIFIER to delete the BASICPGM
program and then use PURGE to clear the directory. Be sure to do this
only on the copies that you wish to use with something other than
SmartBASIC V1.0.

To use SmartBASIC V2.0, do the following to one of the above copies:
Use MANAGER to copy the BASICPGM (from SB 2.0), use TOOLKIT
and copy block #0 (from BASIC 2.0) onto block #20, use MANAGER to
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copy your favorite BASIC 2.0 programs onto the media. MODIFIER,
MANAGER, PURGE & TOOLKIT are on the SmartDSK Il media. Now
you can load the program just like the SmartBASIC V1.0 version.

To further illustrate how we used the various combinations, we created
the following disks:

1) On disk #1, we copied block #0 from AUTOLOAD (on the
AUTOBACKUP media) onto block #20 of our special disk (after deleting
BASIC and PURGEing the directory). This procedure gave us a disk
that has SmartDSK and AUTOLOAD on it. We then used MANAGER to
copy SmartBASIC V2.0 and all the programs and data files we use for
our ADAM'S ALIVE members. We then used MODIFIER to RENAME the
BASICPGM to BASICPGM2. This was done so that we can ‘boot’
SmartBASIC V2.0 directly from the expander by using PrBOOT. This
procedure is fully explained in the PrBOOT manual.

Since ‘The Print Works' and ‘The Label Works' both access the
expander as a Ram Disk, you could setup a special version as above,
instead of copying SmartBASIC V2.0 and the various programs, you
could copy all your favorite clip-art files instead. In this way, your
expander could be setup and all the clips automatically copied to it.
You could then ‘boot’ The Print Works or The Label Works and access
the clips directly from the expander card.

2) On disk #2, we copied block #0 from AUTOSAVE (on the
AUTOBACKUP media) onto block #20 of our second special disk. This
gave us SmartDSK and AUTOSAVE on the same media.

For those of you that are registered owners of SmartDSK Il and
PrBOOT, Walters has a special double-boot media with both SmartDSK
and PrBOOT on it. Send them $5.00 and request this special disk.
Since PrBOOT requires a special disk, you cannot make your own
double-boot disk by following the above explained procedures.

This is how we would use the above three mentioned disks:

1) We insert disk #1 and pull <RESET>, we press SmanKEY | for the
full expander, and at the AUTOLOAD screen we press <RETURN>.
This process activates our expander card, and then automatically loads
all the programs / files onto our expander.

2) To ‘Boot’ from the expander, we insert the special SmartDSK /
PrBOOT media and pull <RESET>, we press SmartKEY | to re-activate
the expander (all our programs / files are still unchanged on the
expander), at the PrBOOT screen we press SmartKEY | (for SmartDSK),
and then press the appropriate SmartKEY to load SmartBASIC V2.0
from the expander. Basic loads and then runs the HELLO program
directly from the MegaRAM card or other memory expander.

if we changed anything on our expander, E&T MegaRAM (added or
changed records on our data files), we then use disk #3 to re-copy the
contents back onto disk. This is accomplished in the following manner:
We insert disk #2 and pull <RESET>, we again press SmartKEY | to
re-activate the expander, at the AUTOSAVE screen we insert disk #1
and press <RETURN>, all the contents of the expander card is now
copied automatically back onto disk #1.

As you can see, the two special double-boot tapes / disks give you the
ability to turn your expander card into something like a Hard Drive.

Since this article was written, Walters Software Co. has released the
SmartDSK CART to further add to ADAM owners choices. The
SmartDSK CART plugs into the cartridge port on the top of the Memory
Console and supplies the user with all the features of SmartDSK,
AUTOBACKUP and some of the features of PrBOOT. The SmartDSK
CART has fast become one of the best selling products released for the
ADAM and is a must for the serious ADAM owner.

o Expansion Module #3 ADAM Computer System with Colecovision
for sale. Includes ADAM Daisy Wheel Printer and all manuals. Contact
for pricing: Faye Ellington - 102 Hillcrest Ave. - New Britain, CT 06053.

o Complete ADAM Computer System (like new) with 33 game tapes, 2
tape cases, extra controllers, SmartLOGO and more. | would like $385
plus postage for everything. Contact: Mrs. M. E. Pickens - 10275 Saigon
Dr. - El Paso, TX 79925 - (915) 591-4430.

o Coleco 64K XRAM, 2 Keyboards, 1 Printer Power Supply,
SmartBASIC DDPs (in quantity), Buck Rodgers DDPs (in quantity),
Blank DDPs (Loran brand). Many software titles also for sale on DDP or
DISK with instructions. No reasonable offer refused. Will consider
trades. Contact: Clint Wormsbecker - 6432 St. Louis Dr. - Orleans, ONT.
CAN. K1C-2Y2.

PHONE ORDERS ONLY!
USED HARDWARE & CARTRIDGES

o Exp. Mod. #3 Complete w/ Colecovision, Printer, Manuals........... $125

o Brain Strainers by Coleco . $10
o Burgertime by Coleco...........ccuuveneneniiiirncnnnne $15
o Cabbage Patch Kids: Adventures in the Park by Coleco.............. $10
o Campaign '84 by Sunrise Software ...........c.cccevevcerucncn. $10

o Congo Bongo by Coleco
o Decathlon by ACIVISION ...
o Donkey Kong Jr. by Coleco
o Fortune Builder by Coleco...........cccuvinniicincicnnicnnicesescsene
o Fraction Fever by Fisher Price
o Frenzy by Coleco
o Front Line by Coleco (Requires Super Action Controllers)........... $10
0 Gorf by Coleco..........cccereiiicrniiccninns

o Jukebox by Spinnaker.. ...$10
0 Lady Bug by ColeCO ... sssssssens $10
o Learning with Leeper by Spinnaker...........ccocociincninicinnne $10
o Looping by Coleco.

o Miner 2049er by MicroFun..........ccccecvecnne “

o Montezuma's Revenge by Parker Brothers ...........cccooovvviiennvunennne $10
o Omega Race by Coleco........... $10

o Pepper Il by Coleco..........
o Roc 'N Rope by Coleco
o Rocky Boxing by Coleco (Requires Super Action Controllers).... $10

o Smurf Paint 'N Play Workshop by Coleco..........c.ccocereevennrennnrnns $10
o Space Fury by Coleco.........cccceeveriienrecnnane $10
o Star Trek by Coleco . $15
o Star Wars by Parker Brothers..........c.ccccceu..... $10
o S.A. Baseball by Coleco (Requires Super Action Controliers) ..... $10
0 Tapper by COlBCO.........ccessreessenessss e s seesassesssssss $15
o Tarzan by Coleco..........ccccecuvevnnen. $15

o Turbo by Coleco (Requires Exp. Mod. #2 Driving Controller)...... $10
o Tutankham by Parker Brothers................. $10
o WarGames by Coleco $15
o Zaxxon by Coleco ............... R $10
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RIBBON RAVINGS
Esz=2d | by CAPT. R.D. Symonds, MC, USN

Our Little Orphaned ADAM is prone to many idiosyncracies, most of
which I've learned to work around. I'm careful not to start a line with an
underlined word so that the left hand margin won't decide to march off
on it's own in the middle of the text. | start most of my letters with a
letterhead I've saved in a SmartWriter file, and in which I've altered the
vertical margin settings so that | don't have to watch helplessly while
the printer continues to merrily tap-tap-tap on the black platen, the
paper having finished earlier than the text. | give the machine a chance
to cool from time to time... and I've learned to save my data more often
in the event of a freeze-up.

So ADAM and | get along pretty well. My wife, Marilyn, loves ADAM as
much as |, and even though she has access to our XT clone, she battles
me for ADAM (or is it the other way around?).

| have our ADAM hooked up to an Epson LX 800 Dot Matrix Printer, a
fairly reliable littte machine, through an Orphanware Parallel Printer
Interface. And it works pretty well, when it works. The manuals that
come with these printers could just as well be printed in ancient
Egyptian for all the help | am able to extract from them. | still haven't
figured out how to make it work with Speedywrite Il since the codes are
so well coded | think they're uncodable. So | use the noisy, slow, (but
letter quality) printer that came with ADAM. Why? Because | know it'll
work... everytime. Everytime, that is, until the printer ribbon decides it's
time to have a little fun with me.

Perhaps the most popular fix for our printer ribbons is the one that
involves adjusting the spring tension. | don't know why this is such a
common problem when we have the technology to put a man on the
moon. As the ribbon passes from the right to the left (looking from
above, with the pointy end away from you) the tension seems to
increase proportionately. It finally gets to the point where it'd take King
Kong to move it another character's worth. The print, like MacArthur's
characterization of Old Soldiers, “just fades away.” | think you all know
what I'm talking about. The worse thing is that the ribbon has been only
half used when this happens.

T h e
adjustmen
t of the
spring
tension
does work.
But it's
critical. If
it's not
enough,
it'll bind
again. If
it's too
much, the
ribbon
flops up
from the
front of the
daisy wheel and you get intermittent impressions or impressions that
are part black and part white. Unsat. If you ever get a spring adjusted
exactly right, | suggest you save it and transfer it into a new ribbon
when the old one is worn out.

But there are a couple of other methods I've toyed with to fix a couple
of other problems.

If you've ever rewound a ribbon, in an attempt at “thrift” (better word
than “cheap”), or if you're caught without a fresh one on hand, you'll
find that as it works it's way through the second time, it gets kinda’
lumpy on the take-up spool. This binds the ribbon and it stops.

Then there's the case of the knurled knob on the left side of the ribbon
cassette. This is the white knob closest to the pointy end around which
the rubber band travels. In Diablo Hytype | ribbons, this white piece of
plastic is under tension
from a coiled spring. In
Coleco ribbons, the
mechanism is virtually
stationary. In both
mechanisms, the
ribbon sometimes
becomes wrapped
around the knurled
knob, whether you've
attempted to adjust the
spring tension or not.

So what fixes are
available?

One method I've picked up, which is swift and brutal, is to take all the
ribbon off the take-up spool and toss it. Sometimes the sticky tape that
aftaches the end of the ribbon to the take-up spool can be reused. If
not, a small piece of cellophane tape can be cut. Works like a charm,
and the remainder of the ribbon acts as though you just put a new
ribbon in the machine.

Another fix, which stops the binding around the knurled knob, but can
be wasteful, is to take the ribbon out from between the white plastic
mechanism on the left side of the cassette, and through which the
ribbon passes on its way to the take-up spool. Just let it ride free. Boy,
it sure zips through then. Put a small black ink dot on each of the white
posts sticking through the top of the cassette and watch them spin. |
just recently tried this and printed out one of the sharpest, blackest
letters I've seen come from the ADAM printer. When | looked at the
ribbon, there was no overiaping of impressions at all. The only
justification | can think of to use this, is that the ribbon can be rewound
and used several times before it's worn out. The convenience is that
there's virtually no resistance and there’s always a “new” area of ribbon
in front of the print character, especially if you've adjusted the spring
tension a little t-0-o much.

This last idea is too new for me to really provide a good appraisal. The
one time | used it (on a shortened ribbon) it worked very well, but the
ribbon really flew through the cassette. Oh, well, ADAM ribbons last too
long anyway, and just dry out... how's that for rationalizing away “thrift."”

In general, | recommend you do nothing until you have a problem with
the ribbon... the old “if it ain't broke, don't fix it" school of thought. |
tried spring adjustment and tearing off the used part of the ribbon
together and had no problem. But, | had no problem when | just tore off
the used part of the ribbon.

| think there's merit in all these ideas, depending on what problem
you're faced with. Try them.

There’s more than one way to skin the proverbial cat.






